So You Wanna Make an Infographic...[image: Icon

Description automatically generated]

Steps for Turning Your Research into an Infographic:

1. Outline the goals of your infographic
a. Is your infographic to inform, describe, compare, summarize, reveal relationships, convince, etc.?
i. E.g., Reveal the relationship between alcohol use and sexual assault on college campuses
b. What are the main things you want readers to take away?
i. E.g., Sexual assault on college campuses is common, sexual assault is related to alcohol use, university policies should be changed to address this problem, you can get involved

2. Decide what data you will use
a. What data could you present to help you meet your goals?
i. E.g., Prevalence rates of sexual assault on college campuses, statistics showing the relationship between alcohol use & assault
b. Are you presenting one study or providing a review of multiple studies?
i. E.g., “My recent study found that sexual assault most commonly occurred when those involved were binge-drinking…” or “Here’s what the research has found on this topic…”

3. Decide how you will present your data
a. Based on the type of data you’re presenting, you’ll want to use different visuals. The following are distinct purposes of data presentation with their suggested visuals:
i. Inform: You want to convey an important message or data point that doesn’t require much context to understand
· Numerical stat with bold text and icons, donut chart, pictograph
ii. Compare: show similarities or differences among values or parts of a whole
· Use a bar chart, column chart, bubble chart, or bubble cloud to compare independent values
· Use a pie chart, donut chart, pictograph, or tree map to compare parts of a whole
· Use a stacked bar chart or stacked column chart to compare categories and parts of a whole
· Use a stacked area chart to compare trends over time
iii. Change: show trends over time or space
· Timeline, line chart, choropleth
iv. Organize: show groups, patterns, rank or order
· List, table, flow chart, mind map, Venn diagram, bar chart, column chart, bubble chart, or pyramid chart
v. Reveal relationships: reveal more complex relationships among things
· Scatter plot, multi-series plot
b. E.g., Bolded numerical stat showing prevalence of sexual assault on college campuses (inform), bar chart to compare prevalence rates of sexual assault in universities who implemented a certain policy (compare)

4. Layout the elements of your infographic design
a. Create a natural information flow
i. Tell your story the same way you would in a research paper: What’s the problem, what does the data say, and what should we take away?
b. Use a ready-made template that fits your type of infographic
i. Canva, Piktochart, Venngage have great templates
ii. Once you have more practice you can make your own infographic from scratch based on another template you’ve seen or just your imagination!
c. Limit the amount of text you use
i. The text that’s there should be absolutely necessary to understand the major concepts and supplement the visuals
ii. Reduce your text to short paragraphs (at most) at about a grade six reading level.

5. Add personal style to your infographic design
a. Don’t use more than 3 fonts but use more than one
b. Consider adding photography
i. Can download free images on Pixabay.com and Unplash.com
c. Contrast using colors
i. Colors can help highlight things you want to stand out and highlight comparisons. Vennage (https://venngage.com/templates/infographics/color-palettes-dd1b862e-4294-4dac-bcda-324dd0a05360) and Design Seeds (https://www.design-seeds.com) have color templates that can help you decide what colors might work well together
d. Contrast using fonts and text sizes
i. Make the header the biggest and experiment with what text sizes, bolding, underlines, fonts, etc. to highlight your most important pieces of information
e. Keep design consistent
i. Use the same type of graphics, fonts, color palette throughout the whole infographic
f. Leave lots of negative space
i. This draws the reader’s eye to the most important information without making the infographic look cluttered





6. Get feedback
a. This step is optional, but asking someone to look over your infographic for you can help you get additional feedback to improve your work
i. Ask someone who is unfamiliar with your research to be sure your infographic is understandable to those outside of your field
b. Relevate’s content creation committee is happy to review your infographics and give you feedback as you practice developing your skills! Email sastle@k-state.edu if you’re interesting in getting feedback

7. Share your infographic!
a. Sign up to be a contributor on MyRelevate.com to share your infographic with other scholars and members of the public interested in relationship science
b. Post your infographic on your social media, personal or lab website, etc.

Suggested Infographic Design Websites:
· https://piktochart.com
· https://www.canva.com
· https://venngage.com
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